
!"#$%&' ()*+#,- &)%$)'

!"#$%& !'( )"*+,& -./01 2"

#$"3 *.#% 4# "5/ ,*"#( 2%

6789 : ;<=>?@ A$"*B,&C &*"#( 2!

2D&E& (FC( +FCG 55/ )*0( &E3 &'$ &"FB.+( &*"#( 2(

2D7H@2=IJ3 !0.K( 4(.K& ,B5#& 2)

 HAARETZ | A5

S 

S 

S 

(Raphael Ahren compiled Rank and File )

Rank and File

Harow’s “Festival of Lights.”

By Cnaan Liphshiz

Northern Israel may soon 
see the opening of the first 
medical clinic in the region 
where immigrants from Eng-
lish-speaking countries will 
be able to receive services in 
their mother tongue, along 
with diplomats, tourists and 
other non-Hebrew speak-
ers. The new public clinic is 
planned as part of Haifa’s Car-
mel Medical Center.

The English-language clinic 
is the initiative of a senior car-
diologist from the U.K., Dr. 
Romeo Vecht, who recently 
immigrated to Israel. Vecht, 

born in 1935, recently joined 
the Carmel Medical Center 
in Haifa, where he is working 
with South Africa-born profes-
sor Basil Lewis, who heads the 
hospital’s cardiology depart-
ment.

“Management [at Carmel] 
said they thought an English-
speaking clinic would be a 
good idea, and that they would 
be interested in promoting 
the project and setting up the 
clinic,” Vecht told Anglo File 
last week. The clinic, he added, 
will probably operate within 
the hospital. Treatment will be 
part of the hospital’s services 
to the general public and rec-

ognized by Kupot Holim.
Vecht, who will head the 

clinic, speaks German, French 
and Dutch in addition to Eng-
lish, so patients can expect 
to receive serviced in those 
languages as well. But the 
doctor’s Hebrew is still shaky. 
“I believe the clinic can help a 
lot of people in the north who 
don’t speak Ivrit,” he said.

Another initiative which 
Vecht is working on is orga-
nizing what he calls “an Anglo 
cardiology seminar,” which 
will focus on bringing experts 
from the U.K. “Cardiology in 
Israel draws mostly from the 
U.S. in terms of methods, pro-

cedures and research trends,” 
he explained. “I am interested 
in bringing more experts from 
the U.K. They have a lot to of-
fer, and Israel also has a lot to 
offer in return.”

The seminar, in his eyes, 
bears political significance 
as well as professional. “I de-
cided to promote the seminar 
after hearing British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown speak 
at the Knesset earlier this 
year, in which he favored a sci-
entific rapprochement,” Vecht 
said, noting it was “probably 
the best way of countering 
efforts in the U.K. to promote 
an academic boycott against 

Israel.”
In the U.K., Vecht worked at 

some of the best medical facil-
ities available in Europe, treat-
ing dignitaries such as the late 
King Hussein of Jordan, for-
mer U.S. ambassador to Israel 
Dan Kurtzer and royalty from 
several states in the Gulf. 

He and his wife, Naomi 
Vecht, moved to Caesarea a 
few months ago. They have 
three children back in the 
U.K. Romeo says that Car-
mel is on a par with the best 
facilities in the U.K. “The 
only thing that’s missing is an 
MRI machine, which helps in 
diagnoses,” he says. Asked 

whether he intends to use his 
connections to get funding for 
the machine from the U.K. − 
where his eldest son, Joshua, 
currently works as a senior 
heart surgeon − Vecht said, 
“Of course one must try to do 
what one can.” Vecht said he 
was “completing a circle after 
100 years” by immigrating. 

“My grandfather, Aharon 
Vecht, knew Benjamin The-
odor Herzl,” he revealed, “and 
was one of the people who 
founded the Jewish National 
Fund along with Herzl. Now I 
am making Aliyah exactly 100 
years after my grandfather 
passed away.”

English speakers can take heart from planned clinic to open in the North

Eli Dadon,  courtesy of Carmel Medical Center
Dr. Romeo Vecht, who is now at Carmel, says he believes “the 
clinic can help a lot of people in the north who don’t speak Ivrit.”

By Raphael Ahren

A few years ago, Jona-
than Danilowitz was forced 
to hitchhike back to Tel Aviv 
after his bike had a puncture. 
He was picked up by man 
with a small truck, and when 
the two realized they were 
both native English speak-
ers, they started shooting the 
breeze. But the conversation 
suddenly became very un-
pleasant for Danilowitz, who 
had moved from Johannes-
burg to Israel in 1971, when 
the driver asked him why he 
was not married.

“I live with someone,” 
Danilowitz responded, happy 
that the English language 
− as opposed to Hebrew − 
didn’t give away the gender 
of his partner. But the driver 
didn’t give up so easily and 
kept pressing with ques-
tions until Danilowitz had 
to tell him the truth: he was 
gay and living together with 
a man. “The guy didn’t look 
like somebody you would 
want to meet in a dark alley,” 
Danilowitz recalled, “and I 
expected him to throw me 
out of the car right on the 
spot.”

But nothing of the sort 
happened. The man just 
shrugged and said that he, 
too, had a secret to share: 
he wasn’t a businessman 
from the U.S. on a trip to Is-
rael, as he had claimed. He 
was really an Israeli who 
had been deported from the 
States for smuggling drugs. 
To Danilowitz’s surprise, the 
man couldn’t care less about 
his sexuality.

What will the 
neighbors think?

“These are the stories I 
think parents need to hear,” 
Danilowitz, 63, said last week 
while talking about Tehila, a 
national support group for 
parents of gay and lesbian chil-
dren in Israel, “because many 
parents think how on earth will 
I tell my neighbors?” 

He believes the neighbors 
more likely to respond they 
knew all along and were just 
waiting to be told officially by 
the parents of the gay child. 
“This is what happens to 
most parents,” he explained. 
“It’s a story that we at Tehila 
hear time and time again. It’s 
either: we knew all along or 

what else is new?”
That is not to say that it is 

easy for all parents to accept 
their gay children. In fact, 
many seek help from groups 
such as Tehila, a volunteer-
based non-profit associa-
tion, which holds bimonthly 
meetings all over Israel and 
operates a phone hotline for 
Hebrew, Russian and English 
speakers. For Chana Arnon, 
for example, who was born in 
The Netherlands but lived in 
the United States before set-
tling in Israel, it took a while 
before she came to terms with 
her son’s sexual orientation.

“When he came out to us, 
I was terribly upset,” the 
69-year-old Jerusalemite re-
membered. “I was upset. I was 
confused. I was horrified.” She 
said it took her about a year 
to accept that Danny, her son, 
who at that time still lived in 
their house, had carried this 
big secret with him without 
her realizing anything. 

“Then, slowly, I got to know 
his friends who turned out 
to be all wonderful people. 
You become accepting. In the 
beginning I thought he was 
doomed to a future of going to 
public parks − because we just 
didn’t know anything about ho-
mosexuality... Everybody is a 

homophobe at heart, or at least 
through socialization.”

Today, Arnon is very sup-
portive of Danny and his 
partner, Tao Kai, who have 
been together for 17 years 
now. The two were actually 
among the hundreds of gay 
and lesbian couples who got 
married on May 17, 2004, 
the first day that the state of 
 Massachusetts allowed same-
sex matrimonies. The Arnons 
not only attended the wedding 
in Boston, but also hosted a 
party for the couple in Israel 
later on.

Arnon has come a long 
way in the 20-odd years ago 
since Danny came out to her. 
For most of that time she was 
unaware of Tehila, which 
Danilowitz founded some 20 
years ago. Today, she said she 
wishes she had known earlier 
about the group. “To my great 
regret, I wasn’t able to get any 
help from them during that 
period of anguish, with some-
body holding my hand,” she 
said. “It’s a big help to speak 
out about what you feel and 
share it with the people with 
whom you are in a room.”

As of now, all Tehila group 
meetings are in Hebrew, but 
the organization is currently 
trying to break through to 

Russian and Arabic speak-
ing parents, as well. About 
15 years ago, Tehila started 
a group for English speakers 
in Tel Aviv. “We decided there 
was a need − and also because 
as a native English speaker it 
seemed logical − but it didn’t 
work,” Danilowitz said, add-
ing he is not quite sure why 
the Anglo group wasn’t suc-
cessful. 

Even though he feels that 
Anglos − and other Western-

ers − are generally more 
accepting of homosexual-
ity, they are often concerned 
about procreation. “Many 
Anglos [in Israel] want conti-
nuity − they are afraid they 
won’t have grandchildren,” 
he said. 

What about 
grandchildren?

Although being gay does 
not prevent a couple from 
having children, as Danilow-
itz pointed out, he added: “It’s 
a big problem for parents − 
also for Israelis, but while 
Israelis have their families 
here, many Anglos moved 
here only with their spouses 
and feel the need for the con-
tinuation of generations.”

Not to have any grand-
children from her son Alex 
was also a major concern for 
Marilyn Magen, a 68-year-old 
Ramat Aviv resident origi-
nally from Philadelphia Like 
so many other parents of a 
gay child, her first reaction 
to her son’s coming out was 
“complete shock.” She burst 
into tears, because a num-
ber of concerns − including 
the lack of grandchildren − 
raced through her head. 

“I spent an entire year 
trying to talk him out if this, 
for all of these reasons: You 
need a family to carry on 
after you, to have somebody 
to take care of you when get 
old, and so on,” she recalled. 
“After a year, Alex said: ‘Will 
you come off it already? Stop 
it, it’s enough, you’ll never 
convince me.’ So I gave up 

and completely accepted it.”
Of course it wasn’t so easy. 

It is one thing to accept the 
fact that your son is gay; it’s 
another thing to talk about 
it with other people. Magen 
recalled being particularly 
afraid of telling her step-
family, which is modern Or-
thodox. “I didn’t think they 
would accept it, and I was 
afraid I’d have to break off 
with them if they took it bad-
ly,” she recalled. “I finally 
did tell them and they took 
it very lovingly, to my sur-
prise.” Though today Magen 
says she is entirely at peace 
with Alex’s homosexuality, 
sometimes the typical Jewish 
mother does show through: 
“I hope he’ll have a biologi-
cal child one day, I hope, I 
hope, I hope,” she said. “He’s 
too wonderful to let this go to 
waste.”

For more information, 
please call the national Tehila 
hotline at  (09 ) 885 5822  (He-
brew ) or  (03 ) 953 1545  (Eng-
lish ) and visit http://tehila.org.
il  (Hebrew ).

‘Everybody is a homophobe at heart’
Group builds bridges between parents, children who come out of the closet

Courtesy of the family
Arnon, left, and Kai marrying in Massachusetts in 2004. Arnon’s parents later threw a wedding party.

Many distressed parents of gay and les-
bian children attest to the fact that it can be 
extremely helpful to talk to someone who un-
derstands what they are going through. But 
what exactly would a Tehila volunteer tell a 
person who cannot get to grips with his or her 
child’s sexual orientation?

“If you feel that you do not want to accept 
your child − that homosexuality is something 
totally unacceptable to you − they will try to 
investigate why you feel that way,” said Jona-
than Danilowitz, who founded Tehila in 1988 
and until earlier this year was the organiza-
tion’s chairman. 

“They will give you options of understand-
ing. Perhaps they will show you it’s not your 

child’s choice, that it’s like blaming your child 
for having green eyes.”

A Tehila counselor might also try to find 
out what the parents feel so strongly about, 
Danilowitz added. “Maybe it’s just the neigh-
bors − how will I tell them? How will I tell my 
own father or mother that they have a gay 
grandson? What will the rabbi say? The an-
swers are: This is your child, who is perfectly 
healthy. There’s nothing wrong with your 
child − society has to change.” 

He adds, “Of course these are not things 
you can say in the first half an hour with an 
absolutely distraught parent. But those are 
the messages that we are trying to convey.”  
(Raphael Ahren)

What does Tehila tell parents who 
find it hard to accept a gay child?

Jonathan Danilowitz

By Ayelet Bechar

A small but growing number of 
Jewish Israeli women are traveling 
to the United States to donate their 
eggs to infertile Jewish couples 
undergoing in vitro fertilization − 
a trend that some say strengthens 
Jewish continuity but also raises 
serious moral questions about the 
commercialization of fertility.

There are at least three egg 
donor companies operating in the 
United States that deal primar-
ily or entirely with Jewish Israeli 
donors. These companies offer ap-
plications and donor information 
in Hebrew. They also provide staff 
in America and Israel who are 
proficient in Hebrew and claim a 
familiarity with, and sensitivity to, 
Jewish law.

“When you have your basic right 
to reproduce taken away from you, 
you are always going to want to find 
the thing closest to you,” said Judy 
Weiss, a registered nurse who is 
the founder of A Jewish Blessing, 

a New Jersey-based agency that 
deals exclusively with Jewish do-
nors and recipients. “It’s not really 
about religion. It’s about a genetic 
group, a family. We have a shared 
history of suffering, a bond. We are 
part of the same club.”

But while demand for Jewish 
donors’ eggs is growing, infertil-
ity doctors say that few American 
Jewish women are willing to go 
through the process of donating 
eggs. There are grueling forms to 
fill out and weeks of psychological 
and physical screening, and then 
there’s nearly a month of daily hor-
mone injections and close medical 
supervision. Finally, there’s the 
egg retrieval − a procedure done 
under anesthesia in which a nee-
dle is inserted into the donor’s ova-
ries to pluck the ripe eggs. These 
eggs, combined with the sperm of 
the recipient’s partner, produce 
embryos that are inserted back 
into the uterus of the recipient or 
inside a gestational carrier.

“I want to help my people grow,” 

a woman who is an egg donor said 
in an interview with the Forward. 
 (She and five other egg donors in-
terviewed asked to remain anony-
mous. ) But this is more than an al-
truistic act: While the sale of eggs 
is forbidden, “compensation” is al-
lowed. Compensation in New York 
is about $8,000 for a single cycle, 
during which the donor takes hor-
mone injections and eggs are ex-
tracted. The recipient couple or 
their insurance pays for the medi-
cal costs, including the drugs.

“There’s definitely a specialty 
market for Jewish eggs,” notes 
Debora Spar, the new president 
of Barnard College and the author 
of the 2006 book “The Baby Busi-
ness,” which is about the political, 
economic and social issues sur-
rounding reproductive technology. 
“This is a market that’s growing 
rapidly, partly because it’s becom-
ing more acceptable to use donors’ 
eggs − and because it can be a very 
good solution for women above a 
certain age.”

Spar is troubled by this new in-
tersection between young Israeli 
donors and older American Jew-
ish women trying to conceive. 
“There’s a moral hazard that if 
women do increasingly believe 
they could put off child bearing 
for longer, they might choose to do 
so just because it’s medically pos-
sible,” she said.

Others see the relationship in 
more spiritual terms. “My mis-
sion is to explain that donors are 
women who are giving the most 
wonderful thing there is to give, 
and are doing it from the bottom of 
their hearts,” said Ruth Tavor, who 
opened NY LifeSpring seven years 
ago to recruit Israeli egg donors 
after her own long but eventually 
successful fertility treatment. She 
now has 203 Israeli donors on file.

Tavor offers women who ap-
proach her agency counseling on 
the physical and psychological 
challenges of egg donation. “Do-
nors have to understand the mean-
ing of what they are doing,” Tavor 

said. “Because once you give it, 
you can’t take it back.”

Tavor accepts only one out of 
30 applicants, after also screening 
for education, lifestyle and health, 
and family history, among other 
factors.

And there are health risks, 
which is one reason that doctors 
suggest no woman become a donor 
more than six times. “You are be-
ing put under anesthesia, you can 
hemorrhage, you can get blood 
clots,” Weiss said. “Statistically, 
it’s a very low chance, but you 
could die. Donors shouldn’t think 
it is easy.”

One 30-year-old Israeli woman 
who was just beginning her third 
cycle of donation said she under-
stood that she will know nothing 
about the outcome of the eggs she 
produces. “All I wanted to know 
is that [they go to] a warm, loving 
couple who deserve a child,” she 
said.

She has mostly kept her dona-
tion activities a secret: “I’s a very 

intimate thing. I didn’t tell anyone, 
because people are just backwards. 
They say I will have kids scattered 
all over the world,” she said.

Her reticence is not unusual. 
Another Israeli donor said that 
she didn’t tell her boyfriend about 
what she was doing until the two 
moved in together and she could 
no longer hide the daily injections 
and the hormones stored in the re-
frigerator.

Conversations with half a dozen 
Israeli donors reveal a group of de-
termined young women undeterred 
by the physical discomfort of hor-
mone injections, barely affected by 
mood swings and empowered by 
their ability to give others a most 
precious gift. Yet, most admit that 
they would not have done it without 
compensation.

They recognize that egg har-
vesting raises troubling questions. 
Is the egg a priceless human organ 
or a renewable commodity? Who 
owns it? Are these women donors 
− or simply suppliers?

“Over time, there will be demand 
for more regulation,” Spar pre-
dicted. “Not to limit the number of 
eggs, but to make sure that donors 
are fully informed and their medi-
cal issues taken care of.”

According to Spar, the interna-
tional character of these transac-
tions would complicate the en-
forcement of such regulations. 
Right now, fertility clinics are 
required to comply with minimal 
regulations at the federal level, 
she said.

“Ideally, you would want regula-
tion that is the same across interna-
tional borders, but it’s just not going 
to happen,” Spar said. “People are 
going to keep moving from place 
to place, and most of the trade will 
be invisible. Of course, the young 
Israeli woman who travels to New 
York and receives money for her 
eggs is not going to declare it on her 
customs form.”

By arrangement with The  
Forward 

Demand in U.S. for Jewish eggs attracts Israeli donors
Driven by altruism and money, rapidly growing market raises ethical concerns


