They hope they will enjoy the show

Not everyone can afford to see McCartney, but that won’t stop them from trying

By Raphael Ahren

Michael Gould knew the
Beatles before they became
the biggest pop group on
earth. A few years later, he
met the four Liverpudlians
again, this time as a studio
musician, playing the trum-
pet on some of their most ac-
claimed recordings. But next
Thursday, when Sir Paul Mc-
Cartney will play a historic
concert in Tel Aviv, Gould
will likely have to stay out in
the cold. The freelance musi-
cian, who today lives in Bat
Yam, simply can’t afford it.

The native Londoner told
Haaretz he would have “ab-
solutely loved” to see the
show of his former friend
and colleague, but hasn’t
“got the money to actually
pay for a ticket,” the cheap-
est of which cost NIS 490.

However, about a week be-
fore the show, Gould is still
counting on his old connec-
tions to get him in the door.
“With everybody who’s com-
ing over, hopefully I will
know somebody and will at
least be able to get in back-
stage,” he said.

After finishing his studies
at the London Royal Academy
of Music in the early 1960s,
Gould came to Liverpool to
work at the local philhar-
monic orchestra. “In the eve-
nings, we used to go down to
The Cavern,” he said of his
days frequenting the legend-
ary rock and roll club where
the Beatles’ career took off.
“This is where it all started.
My friends and I went there
to dance and to listen to [the
Beatles], and this is where I
got to know them.” Accord-
ing to Gould, McCartney and

Israeli high tech
comes together in
Beatles museum

Three weeks ago, the
Beatles Story museum in
Liverpool announced the
completion of a futuristic
Beatles-themed “Discov-
ery Zone” — developed and
installed by Ramat Gan-
based hi-tech company
EyeClick. In a fully interac-
tive area, children will be
able to learn about the band
by creating their own news-
paper and Beatles-inspired
artwork, playing a Beatles
tune on a giant piano and
other workshops.

“We’re excited about our
new interactive exhibits
and we’re confident they
will become an instant hit,”

said Jerry Goldman, the
museum’s managing direc-
tor, who lived in Israel for a
while and has children and
grandchildren here.

For EyeClick, installing
the new Discovery Zone
might be profitable, but it
didn’t help with one thing:
“Unfortunately, we’re not
getting any free tickets,”
Eye Click’s Udi Lederer
told Haaretz.

“The surviving Beatles
members are not active in
the museum management,
sothereisn’t much we cando
with Paul McCartney here —
although we did check that
possibility.” (R.A.)
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Learning to be a star on the screen in the ‘“Discovery Zone.”

John Lennon were always
very interested in all kinds of
music and sometimes went to
concerts at the philharmon-
ic. The two soon befriended
Gould, who was about their
age, asking him all kinds of
questions about his instru-
ment, what range of notes he
could play, and so on. “That’s
how we became friends in the
beginning,” he explained.

A little later, the Beatles
made history by revolution-
izing modern music, and
Gould, who had become quite
well known in his own right,
returned to London. “I got a
phone call one day, to come
and do some recordings down
at Abbey Road,” he said. “And
it was for the Beatles.” Laugh-
ingly, he added, “I was pretty
good in those days.” As one
of several session musicians,
Gould played on A Hard
Day’s Night, Rubber Soul, Sgt.
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band and Abbey Road, the al-
bum named after the famous
recording studio. Gould said
visits to Israel made him fall in
love with the country, leading
to his immigration in 1968, but
he did return to Britain some-
times for professional gigs.
Today, he gives private trum-
pet and piano lessons.

They’ve got
a ticket to watch

Gould is hardly the only
Israeli who would love to see
McCartney’s concert, which
event organizers promise to
be “the most important rock
show in Israel’s history.” But
the desire is perhaps most
heartfelt by those who grew
up on the same streets as the
Fab Four did. Several hun-
dred Liverpudlians live in Is-
rael and many of them didn’t
hesitate a second before buy-
ing tickets for the show.

“One of my biggest dreams
in life is to see the Beatles in
concert, so I thought this is
the closest I'm going to get,”
said Amanda Goldman, 39,
who was born in Liverpool
and moved to Jerusalem in
1993. Goldman’s husband
Naftali Halberstadt, a native
New Yorker, is a huge Beatles
fan as well. “He’s way more
obsessed than I am,” Gold-
man added. “One of the things
that brought us together was
the Beatles because we both
love the band. It’s one of the
few groups we share.

He always says he actually
searched for a girl from Liv-
erpool because he wanted to
marry somebody from there
- only because of the Beatles.”
Goldman used to promise her
husband that for his fiftieth

Liverpool’s Jewish community
doesn’t dwell on yesterday

Jews lived in Liverpool long before the
days of Brian Epstein, the Beatles’ man-
ager, and Frank Hesselberg, who owned the
store where they bought their instruments.
According to a timeline published by Jew-
ish Renaissance magazine in honor of the
city being this year’s “European Capital of
Culture,” the first Jews arrived in Liverpool
in the mid-18th century, probably from Ger-
many. By 1789, 400 Jews lived in Liverpool,
the numbers reaching 1,000 by 1825. At the
eve of World War I, 11,000 Jews called the

city their home.

After World War II, more and more Jews
moved either to the suburbs, Manchester,
London or Israel, causing the community
to decline to about 7,000 members by 1964.
In the new millennium, fewer than 3,000
Jews live in the city of 430,000 people. The

downward trend has a potential snowball ef-
fect. “There are no Jewish people there any-
more,” said Jeremy Collins, who immigrat-
ed to Israel last year because he “doesn’t
like London or Manchester.”

But not everyone shares this negative
outlook. While she agrees that the commu-
nity has shrunk over the years, Amanda
Goldman - who moved to Jerusalem in
1993 but just spent her summer vacation in
her native city — noted that there still is a
considerable Jewish infrastructure, includ-
ing two synagogues. “You wouldn’t have
to move [in order to live in a vibrant Jew-
ish community]” she said. Currently, a new
community center is being planned, which
will bring together on one site a synagogue,
a school, a youth and community center and
an old age home.
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Gould in his Bat Yam home. The jacket he is sporting was a leftover from the Sgt. Pepper’s sessions.

birthday, she’d send him to
wherever in the world Mc-
Cartney would perform that
year. “Instead, we have him
coming here,” she laughed.
Goldman and her hus-
band paid a total of NIS 980
to be able to see next week’s
“Friendship First” concert,
which is part of McCart-
ney’s current world tour and
will take place in Tel Aviv’s
Ganey Yehoshua Park. Hal-
berstadt even wanted to lay
out NIS 3,000 for two sit-
down tickets, but his wife put
her foot down. “Five hundred
is a lot of money - a lot! — but
I think it’s worth it,” she said.

Ancho Gosh/ Jini
Johnny Segal. Went to yeshiva
on Penny Lane.

“But 3,000, I couldn’t justify
that.”

By the time the 35-year-
old Phillip Coleman, who was
born in Liverpool and today
lives on Kibbutz Yavneh, had
grown up, the Beatlemania
era was largely over. Yet his
love for the music of McCart-
ney, Lennon, Ringo Starr and
George Harrison could al-
most compete with that of the
group’s most frantic fans, who
in the 1960s fainted as soon as
they caught a glimpse of their
heroes. “As far as I am con-
cerned, nothing today in mu-
sic is better than the Beatles,”
he told Haaretz. Coleman,
who immigrated on his own in
1992, at age 19, will attend the
concert with a sizable group
of friends and said he doesn’t
understand why some people
complained about ticket pric-
es. “I don’t think it was that
expensive,” he said about his
NIS 490 ticket. “For a musi-
cian of that standard, I don’t
think it’s a lot.”

What money
can buy you

Johnny Segal, who in his
youth went to the yeshiva on
Penny Lane - a small street
after which the Beatles
named one of their hits -
couldn’t agree more. “I think
it’s wonderful that McCart-

She didn’t want
to hold Lennon’s hand

Earlier this year, Nao-
mi Hoyland, 71, saw a TV
broadcast of a Paul McCart-
ney concert in their native
city of Liverpool. “He was
very impressive and char-
ismatic,” she said, “and I
could see why the city loved
him.”

But for John Lennon, the
other half of the legendary
Beatles songwriter team,
she does not have so much
admiration - perhaps be-
cause she knew him before
he became one of the great-
est musicians of all time.
In the late 1950s, Hoyland,
whose children and grand-
children live in Israel, went
to the Liverpool College of
Art together with Lennon,
but she does not remember
being very fond of him.

“I was a serious student
from an Orthodox Jewish

Hoyland as a student.

family,” she recalled, while
“John Lennon, as I remem-
ber, was one who was much
more casual about his art
studies. I confess that I
thought him a bit of a ‘yob’
(hooligan) and not the sort
of person I - ‘a nice Jewish
girl’ — was keen to know or
befriend.” (R.A)

ney will be here, and I am
happy with the price because
it’s going to be a very special
occasion,” he said. The S5-
year-old was born in Liver-
pool but moved to Ra’anana
in 1980 partly because “the
weather in England is very
bad,” he joked. He assumes
he is just one out of many for-
mer Liverpudlians in Israel
who will gladly pay the ticket
price. “Of course, everybody
will go,” he said. “I imagine
hundreds of people from Liv-
erpool are going to be there.
Everybody will feel they want
to go and hear him.”

Everyone in the Liver-
pool Jewish community still
takes pride in the Beatles,
Segal said, even if there is no
“direct Jewish connection”
besides the band’s manager,
Brian Epstein. Epstein, who
in the 1960s was a well-known
member of the city’s Jewish
community, is widely cred-
ited for the band’s early suc-
cess. He was called the “Bea-
tle-making prince of pop” by
the Daily Mirror on the day
that Epstein died in 1967. “If
anyone was the Fifth Beatle,
it was Brian,” McCartney
once said of Epstein.

But not every Liverpudlian
is as enthusiastic about Mc-
Cartney’s recent musical ca-
reer. “People in Liverpool are
very split on whether they
still like him, or whether they
think he’s just too old,” said
Jeremy Collins, who moved
from Liverpool to Jerusalem
about 10 months ago. “He’s
not cool anymore.”

The 25-year-old also said he
couldn’t afford to buy tickets
for next week’s concert and
that he feels “like I could have
gone in England for cheaper,”
referring to the concerts Mc-
Cartney played in Liverpool
in honor of the city’s 800th
birthday last year. He agreed
that his hometown is still
somewhat synonymous with
the Beatles: “When you meet
someone from outside of Brit-
ain and you say that you're
from Liverpool, they say ‘Oh,
the Beatles.”

Many Israelis, however, as-
sociate somebody else with the
city: Yossi Benayoun, the cap-
tain of Israel’s national soccer
team who plays for Liverpool
FC. “I think Benayoun is big-
ger than the Beatles in Israel,”
Collins surmised. In any event,
heinsisted, Paul McCartney to-
day does not equal the Beatles
back then: “The Beatles are
the Beatles, and everything
that comes afterward is going
to be in their shadow.”




